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In the recent demonstrations and acts of violence on several
eontinents I see a plear re-affirmation of‘what"I have always be-

| lieved--that people.are no longer content ﬁo settle for economic
betterment at the expense of human dignity.

Throughout history there has been an unremitting struggle
against rule by dictatorship er repression by ferce. And todgy's
events in Korea, Turkey, South Africa and Cuba reveal that some
governments have not kept up with the times in meeting' the reason-.

able asplrations of thelr people.

I was shocked and saddened by the eircumstances that led to .

revolt in South Koreav to preserve demoeracy there. It was an .

| ironic turn ef events that Syngman Rhee, Whow higtory will record-
a8 a great patriot and father of the Republic he crmqhed’ should
himself at this time of 1ife, be the cause Qf uprising. 1 -.y14
like to say this te the Korean people, who kmow_how I feel toward,
them as a brave and free people,” that they must have learned thel~

" lessen in democracy well under Syngman Rhee, to rise up even aga;nst

him in erder to preserve their democracy. ‘
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I had been wondering for seme time about what was going
wrong with the govefnment oerorea énd watched with misgiving the
last eiection. I couid only conclude and have now been able to con-
firmvthat Syngman Rhee was a victim of misplaced trust in some of
the people around him. Every head'of government, especially strong

" men in ceritical times, finds i1t q;fficult to pass on authority for
fear that their policies may be. jeopardized.

And, unfortunately, in the history ef great leaders there is
aiways a temptation to overstay. I knew Syngman Rhee as a person of
Sterling character, a fine mind‘and,of undaunted courage.‘ He was
dedicated not only fo hié people but to the ideals of freedom. He
was a staunch partner of the West, and a bulwark against internationa)
communism. In his present difficulties let us-not forget it, lest
we malign him eut of all proportion to his errors and misjudgments
in trying to c¢ling to power. ' ‘

7 “I hope that Korea will quickly mend thé WOunds of civil
strife and that law and_order and responsible democratic government,
confirmed by a free electioh, can be restored. "It is‘encouraging

to see thaf steps are being taken to correcﬁ the wrdngs and mistalres
of the situatiﬁn in that country.HI am glad to see that this is

being done by e¢ilvilian authority and that the milltary is cooperating
by keeping its place and maintaining its calm.

For the threat to the independence of XKorea from the North
where Cemmunist forées are 8till poised fep ;nvasion 1s as acute
today as at the‘time of the 1950 aggression. Prolonged internal
dissengion through inability or delay to re-establish a functioning
Republlec could lead to chaos and play into the hands ef Red China.

I was glad to see Becretary of State Christian Herter advis

Syngman Rhee bf‘fhé déhgers and possible‘;pnsequehces ofmiopﬁlarb
dissatlsfaction with the manner in which the Presidential elections
were held. I think it was not only proper for the Secretary of S+ *e
te interpbse our government's opinion on a matter iﬁvolving the pre- k
servatlon of Kopean demoeracy, but if wae wise in view of our respon-
sibilities fo that country under the'United Nations.

For me, Korea is the symbol of a peodple's determination to
resist not only invasion but.the ilmposition of a Fform of government

which does not meet the aspirations of freedom aud Luman dignity
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When I think of Korea I cannot help but recall the valiant
deeds of the Turkish troops in the United Nations forces that defended
Korea against the Communist invasion. That record is unmatched. And
the’ stand of Turkey agalnst the threats ef intgrnational communism and
their steadfast partnership with the West against the pressures of
the Kremlin have helped tn maintain the peace of the world.

| It is because of this magnificent record that I am sorry to
8ee a situation developing sbout which I,haé haé@ some misgivings fer
seme time. As a friend of Turkéy and the Turkish people I know it
will not be taken amigs when I suggest that s nation cannot suppress
the press witheut Jenpardlzing all freedems. Imprisoning Jeurnalists,
especlally at a time in history when freedom is en the march and
needs truth as an ally, is a grave’miatake and can only lead to '
trouble.

I have not always been a champion of all the practices of
the press. There are times when the press can be unkind and 1rres~
ponsible. But I weuld rather risk the excesses of the press than the
curbing of the unrestricted freedom of expressicn Democracy cannnt
exist er prosper witheut a free press, and the full expression of a
people eof their censidered Judgment. I hope that Turkey will soen
resolve its difficulties with regard to the press in the light of
the needs of the times and Turkey's important role in the family ef
free nations. |

The events 1n South Africa have been distressing. Much of
what has happened was. foretold by that great South African statesman
Jan Christian Smuts. He led in the opposition to race discrimination
with its denial of human rights. @ut ef this tragedy in Socuth Africa
whieh arnused the concern of natlens througheut the werld, there mu@f
1nevitably come a change of pelicy. T hope that with sanity and
cemmon sense a peaceful selution will soon ‘be possible.

I do not think I am over-optimistic in Predicting that in
our time higotry and intelerance about race and religion can yield to
reason and good will. I would suggest that new measures be taken
without further delay through the United Nati‘ns to seek improvement

between the races threughout the worid. 1In many'areas of the world

(more)
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ihportant gains have been4made toward that goal but I can see where a
certain amount of partnership with the United Nations would hasten
pregress 1n some of the trouble spots.

And I am sorry to say that in our ownshemisphere there arc
areas where 1ibérty 1s belng threatened. In Cuba, for instance,
freedom and human dignity, restricted by the Batista dietatorship,
are once agaln being subverted and this time in the name of revolu-

‘tion by the Castro dictatorship.

Castro has suppressed the freedom of ﬁhe preés, freedom of
assembly, and the right of the people to free elections. And the
Cuban people and the nation today are golng through a serious econom-
ic situation, and are being directed 1nto adventure beyond the
capaclty of either the inept Castro ;r his reckless advisors to
guide or administer.

Castro is playing the dangerous game of using'ag a whipping
boy, the United'States, the traditional friend aﬁd iiberator of the
Cuban people. If Castre is doing this to perpetuate himself in
bower, he is doomed to disappointmeht And his trade arrangements
with the Communists will only get him into deeper trouble as similar
agreements have done to others who have played this kind of game.

I wonder what Castro thinks he,can accomplish by importing
o1l from Russia into Cuba in Rugsian bottoms, when oll is available
in sueh abundance from several of his South American neighboés.

This move will impress no one, and least of all the United States.

+I wonder, too, what he thinks he ecan accompldsh by seeking to
subvert the affairs of other nations 1in thils hemispheré, and I am
net referring to the situation in the Deminican Republiec. Does he
think the mess he 1s makling of hia own ceuntry constitutes an éccepta
ble model for other freedom loving people to emulate? e

Castro will find that the will ef the people in Cuba, as
elsewhere, will prevail against attempts to suppress their freedom
and thelr rights. It is one thing to lead a people, and: something
else -again to deceive and mislead them.

I believe that it is not unlikely that what has Just trans-

pired in Korea will happen in Cuba in due éourse of time.

(more)
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As I look at these trouble spots around the world, I cannot
lightly dismiss some situations here at home in our onwn country.

The ideals of freedom and the dignity of man are part of our baslc
~eutlook on life and the law. Yet there are some people who at this
late stage of our development as a democracy are reluctant to recog-
nize the baslc rights of all of our citizens, regardless of race,
creed or color. .

Bigotry 1s a hard thiﬁg to eradilcate from the minds of some
people, even among the educated. But when bigotry invades the basic
rights of others it can lead to lawlessness and the suppression of-
individual righ%s and human dignity. The moral codes of most‘reli—
gions have stressed human‘dignity, and we should live by it. 1

In'deéling with this distressing human problem of bigotry
and intolerance, We are donfronted with establisghed prejudices and
habits. We mgst try to ovércome these 1in every peaceful way through

- education and by example. We have made great progress since the
war between the states, as, for instance, in my own state of Missouri
where practlcal measures were taken by leaders of whites and Negroes
to do away with segregation, and there has been no violenée and no
persecution. On thg contrary, there has been growing understanding
and cooperation between all the people.

I am sure that my péSition regarding discfimiﬁation, bigotry

. and intolerance 1s known. Recently I made a statement about so-called
"sit down" demonstratiens in private establishments. What I had to
say had no referehce to the basic issue of segregation, which I
Eoppose;

What I had in mind was my fgar that any invasion of private
rights for whatever cause would give ald and comfort to segregation-

_ists and provide them not only with an excuse to prolong their
resistance to integration, but would affofdﬁthem thevéié£§e>to in-
vade the private rights of Negroes.

Eilther way, this could lead to violence and a setback for
all the things we had been'striving for. I am against the use of
violence, especially‘in a nation such as ours where democracy and

(more)
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the government are seeking to assure individual rights and human
dignity to ali. ‘I think that What we must do now 1is to get the
leaders of Eotp sides tbgether to try to work out something along
the lines that has preved so successful in Missouri.

We must set an example for the entire world by the way we
deal with our own problems of safeguarding the rights and dignity
of the individual without any exception as to the race or religion

of our citizens.

y
i

End Truman-Dignity.
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Bill Hillman.
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Note Comment by Bill Hillman.

I’s‘mm 3. GREAN
Agsistant to the Director
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